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INTRODUCTION 

As t h e i r power grew, the osmamli s u l t a n s s t ruck coins in some towns 
remote from t h e i r me t ropo l i s . The products of t h e s e p r o v i n c i a l mints normally 
conform t o the p a t t e r n l a i d down by the c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t i e s so t h a t the 
appearance a t Til imsan on the western l i m i t s of the Ottoman Empire, of a ve ry 
unorthodox type of coinage deserves some a t t e n t i o n . 

The paper dea ls with only the coins fo r which the a t t r i b u t i o n i s beyond any 
doubt. I t w i l l not t he re fo re cover the Z iyan id coins bear ing the name of 
Suleyman and t e n t a t i v e l y a sc r ibed by Hazard ( l ) t o the t e n t h Ottoman S u l t a n , 

HISTORICAL BACK&ROUND -«^ ' -

In AH 657/1236 AD a Berber named Yaghmurasan e s t a b l i s h e d in Til imsan t h e 
Ziyanid dynasty (named a f t e r Ziyan, an ances to r of Yaghmurasan), The M a r i r ' i s 
of Morocco he ld the town between 737 and 749/1337 and 1343 and the Hafs ids of 
Tunis ia between 753 and 769^352-1359 but t h e Ziyanids were t h e predominate power 
over some t h r e e c e n t u r i e s , providing 29 r u l e r s . The l a s t decade of t h i s per iod 
was marked by a slow decay of the dynasty and T i l i m s a n ' s importance faded as t h e 
Spanish took Gran in 915/1509 and the Ottomans A l g i e r s in 9 2 ^ 1 5 1 6 , When the 
Ziyanid r u l e r Abu-^Abd-allah Muhammad VII d ied in the l a t t e r y e a r , h i s chosen 
successor Abu-Ziyan Ahmad I I was ous t ed , with Spanish a s s i s t a n c e , by Abu-Hammu 
Musa I I I , Ahmad c a l l e d on the Ottomans f o r h e l p and A r i j Barbarossa removed 
Musa, k i l l e d Ahmad but was then k i l l e d himself when the Spanish in t e rvened in 
921/1518 and s e t Musa's b ro the r Abu-Muhammad 'Abd-al lah I I on the Z iyan id t h r o n e . 
He was fol lowed by h i s son Abu-'Abd-Allah Muhanmad V I H who was t empora r i l y 
d i sp laced by K h a i r - a l - d i n Barbarossa , then Ottoman governor of A l g i e r s , in 
favour of Abu-Ziyan Ahmad I I I , In 957/1550 Ottoman in f luence again i n t e rvened 
to appoin t Abu-M\ihammad Hasan, as the Z iyan id r u l e r bu t in 961/1556 the p re tence 
was abandoned and he was rep laced by an Ottomaua Agha, Hasan f l e d t o t h e 
comparative sa fe ty of Spanish Oran but d ied of the plague s h o r t l y a f t e rwards . 
His son moved t o Spain and became a c h r i s t i a n t a k i n g t h e name of C a r l o s , 
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Abü^Abd Al lah 
Muhammad VI 

Abu Hammu. Musa I I I 
922-934 AH 
1516-1528 AD 

(25) 

'•V-, 

Abu Muhammad 
'Abd-Allah I I 

934-947 AH 
1528-15^^0 AD 

(26) 

Abu 'Abd-Allah 
Mxihammad VII 
910-922 AH 
1505-1 51 6 AD 

(23) 

Abu Ziyan 
Ahmad I I 
922-924 AH 
1516-1518 AD 

(24) 

Abu *Abd-Allah 
Miahammad VII I 
947-949 AH 
1540-1543 AD 

(27) 

Abu Ziyan 
Ahmad I I I 
949-957 AH 
1543-1550 AD 

Abu Muhammad 
Hasan 
957-964 AH 
1550-1556 AD 

( 28) ( 29) 

The Last Ziyanid Rulers 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COINS 

The Ottoman coinage of Tilimsan i s solely of gold and was struck in the 
names of three successive ru l e r s of the dynasty of Osman, v i z . Selim I I , 
Mxirad I I I and Mehmet I I I , 

a) In the name of Selim n (11th Ottoman Sultan : 974-982/1566-1574) - 1 
specimen reported by Kocaer (2) , Edhem (3) and Artuk ( 4 ) . (F ig , l ) . 
Obverse f i e ld : in a double square enclosed in a double c i r c l e : 

-^jjlj ^ ^1^ lî yj possessor of the v ic to ry 

• • • • . . . . O I v;^Jf ^ and jus t ice and (?) 

^ V -
X ^ A>.J «.% Selim, son 

o 
Obverse margin : in the four sesnents between the square and the circle : 

/jOVj^ /j '*» ' ^ j * * ^ ^ Fifteen q i ra t s > 

I |f r / y^^fsï « t may h is vic tory be strengtheneV974. 

On the second l ine of th i s f i e l d , Kocaer and Artuk read: (_j\-oV-«u»> irtiioh i s 

meaningless, I favour the reading: f^^ \^ \L \ Khaqan, 

Reverse f i e ld : in a double square enclosed la a double c i r c l e : 

\)LULuJI the Sultan 

I 1 ^ \ ^ \ \ %N l i r ^ * * ^ ^ t%\ L ^ t J U w i l of the Sultan Suleyman, 

o^^i^U king of two oontinenta 

>0 I M J J S % t ^ r̂ *^^ 9 '̂"'̂  ^ ^ ^*° seas , and Syria 

* s V •* 

and of the two I r a q s ; may God 
perpetuate 

h is reign. 

Reverse margins: 

in Tilimsaiv^in the year four/ 
*• ^ >»-

, % ^ | , ^ ^ , « r f . / ^^^ seventy/and nine hundred. 
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b) In the name of Murad I I I (1 2th Sultan: 982-1003/1574-1595) 

One specimen described by Schaendlinger in the München Staat l iche 
Mtinzsammlung dated 978 ( 5 ) . 
One specimen i l l u s t r a t ed by ölper (6) with the date 983. 
One specimen reported by S. Lane-Poole (7) of the year 988. 
Two specimens described by Soret (8) dated 989 and 995. This author 
quotes a similar undated coin reported by Moeller who ascribed i t to 
the Moroccan Sharif s . 
One specimen from the Copenhagen Cabinet published by S. Lane-Poole ( 9 ) . 
Two specimen s in the American Numismatic Society collect ion dated 995 
and 99 . . ( lO) . 
One specimen in the author ' s col lect ion with the date 995 (F ig .2 ) . 
Obverse f ie ld : in a double square enclosed in a double c i r c l e : 

I possessor of 

(?) 

^ olAÜI 

the sultan 

Murad son of 

the Sultan Selim, 

Obverse margin / ^ 

/ • • ' • * • / f In the year/ . 

» 1 • • and ninety / and ninehundred. 

Reverse f ie ld : similar to the previous coin. 

Reverse margins as the obverse margin but with the uni ts readable: 

f ive 

On the second l ine of the obverse f i e ld Lane-Poole or ig ina l ly read: 

I > o ü l but then changed i t t o : > : i _ ^ l ) c ! > ^ ' 

"The Jus t Assisted (by G-od) ? . Though not very sa t i s fac tory , no be t t e r 
reading has so far come to the a t tent ion of the author. Sore t ' s suggestion 

of ^ • w »̂_Juo oij I \A_5U I seems grammatically incorrec t , 

c) In the name of Mehmet I I I (13th Sultan: 1003-1012/1595-1603). 

One specimen in the A.N.S. col lect ion (10) dated 1013 ( s i c I ) 
Another in the author 's collect ion : date erased. (Fig.3) 

file:///a_5U
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;) (Continued) , 

Obverse f i e ld : in a double square enclosed in a c i rc le 

* f * - ir 

1 ^ possessor of the v ic tory 

JjU •••••••• • • (') 
. I I L I - » J | the sultan Mehmet son of 

the sultan Murad, 

erse margin: 

. . . . . . . . . / ^ L - t in the year / / 

t e n / 
^ •aiS 

Reverse f ie ld : similar to the previous coins. 

Reverse margin: 
. > -% ;« 

, \ D i t t o 

f a r no-one has provided a convincing r ead ing of the 2 l i n e s of the 
-verse f i e l d l e f t u n i n t e r p r e t e d . 

)'..\ 'ENTAEY 

us dating 10 years after the Ottoman conquest we see appearing in Tilimsan 
tween the years 974 and 1012 AH an Ottoman coinage very different in style 
that struck in Turkey or even in a similarly distant provincial mint like 
giers. These co ns are distinguished by their unusual Maghribi 
lligraphy and the type has a family likeness to the coins previously issued 
'om this mint by the Ziyanids, This peculiarity is probably due to the use 
local die engravers accustomed to the earlier style of dies. 
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COMt.ïENTARY (Continued) 

There are other l o c a l p e c u l i a r i t i e s worth n o t i n g . Apart from the 
s o l i t a r y niece of Selim I I , t he coins do not show the s u l t a n ' s access ion date 
;.s : s t he r u l e but follow t h e example of A l g i e r s in d i sp l ay ing the a c t u a l d a t e . 
E a r l i e r Ziyaiiid coins were undated. The use of "°eaiTf' i n s t e a d of "sanah" fo r 
t!"-' word y e a r , i s a w e l l - a t t e s t e d p r a c t i c e in North Afr ica on for example, t h e 
gold coins if tne ALnoraviis or the contemporary coinage of the Hasani S h a r i f s 
of Morocco where the two words a re used c o n c u r r e n t l y . 

The use of the t i t l e "Khagan" on the coin of Selim I I i f t h a t i s the 
co r rec t r ead ing of the legend , i s ap '^arent ly the e a r l i e s t occurrence on an 
Cttom^in co in . The s o - c a l l e d "Formula B" of Lane-Poole i s not recorded in the 
Br'-^'ish Museum Catalogue e a r l i e r than Murad I I I , The same piece bears the 
^pncT Ina t ion of 15 q i r a t s and Sauvai re ( l l ) def ines the q i r a t as l / 20 th of a 
l i n i r . The view could t h e r e f o r e be advanced t h a t t h i s i s s u e was made of 
debased gola and was cur-'-ent for 15 r a t h e r than the normal 20 q i r a t s . In t h a t 
CTse i t would represen t the only known i n s t a n c e of a coin i n d i c a t i n g i t s r e a l 
rftl-.er than i t s t h e o r e t i c a l v a l u e . 

Al l these poin ts i n d i c a t e t h e i s o l a t i o n of Til imsan from the Ottoman 
world and t h i s i s emphasised by the mint ing in 1013 of a coin bear ing the 
name of a r u l e r who died in 1012. What i s perhaps more puzzl ing i s the 
sudden ces sa t ion of mint ing a f t e r t h a t d a t e . Could t h i s be due to the r i s i n g 
inf luence of A lg i e r s e c l i p s i n g Til imsan and removing the need for a mint? 
PlooefulJy new f inds w i l l provide an answer to t h e problem. 
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COMf.IENTARY (Continued) 
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